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 European Union: Funding Programmes

STRUCTURAL FUNDS and the

TRANS-NATIONAL FUNDS

DIFFERENCES

	Structural Funds
	Trans-National Funds

	Specific geographical focus
	Pan-European focus

	Partners not needed
	Partners from different countries are essential

	Local decision-making
	Decisions centralised in EC

	Large funds to be accessed
	Small to medium size grants

	Focus on capital works or people-based activities
	Focus on projects (1-3 years maximum) – not “revenue”


WHAT ARE THE

STRUCTURAL FUNDS ?
· European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

· European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF)

· Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG)

· European Social Fund (ESF)

available through three distinct mechanisms: 

· Regional Allocations (i.e. Objective 1 / 2 / 3) - criteria are established through the local Single Programming Document (SPD) 

· the Community Initiatives 

· “innovative actions”  

europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/esf2000/index-en.htm
Structural Funds

Allocation of Funds
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	Regional
	Objective 1
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	YES
	YES
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	Objective 2
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	YES

	
	Objective 3
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	Leader III
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	YES
	
	YES


STRUCTURAL FUNDS

3 overarching Objectives

OBJECTIVE ONE

To promote the development and structural adjustment of regions whose development is lagging behind that of the Community as a whole – encompassing ERDF, ESF, EAGGF and FIFG funds

OBJECTIVE TWO

To support the economic and social conversion of areas facing structural difficulties – encompassing both ERDF and ESF funds
OBJECTIVE THREE

To support the adaptation and modernisation of education, training and employment policies and systems (combining former Objectives 3 & 4) – ESF only
STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Community Initiatives

INTERREG III
europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/interreg3/index_en.htm

Cross-border, transnational and inter-regional co-operation and the balanced development of the European territory – financed through ERDF

URBAN
europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/urban2/index_en.htm

Economic and social conversion of towns, cities and urban areas in crisis, in order to promote sustainable urban development – financed through ERDF
LEADER Plus
europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/rur/leaderplus/index_en.htm
Rural development through initiatives developed by local action groups – financed through EAGGF

EQUAL
europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/equal/index_en.html
 (building from the previous ADAPT & EMPLOYMENT programmes)

Transnational co-operation to promote new means of combating all forms of discrimination and inequality in connection with the labour market – financed through ESF

STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Examples of funding across Europe – 1 

Regional Allocations:

Citadel to Museum, Portugal
Archaeology Park, Greece
Lowry Centre, England
Quelez National Palace, Portugal

Multimedia Production Centre, Italy

Cultural Industries Quarter, Sheffield

Rural Tourism Initiatives, Spain

European Social Fund:

Training for Restoration & Museum Workers, Italy

Cultural Management Training, Spain

Batavia Training Project, The Netherlands

Training based on traditional Gypsy Trades, France
Submarine as Tourist Attraction, Denmark

Blyth Theatre Training, England
Rural Programme / Leader

Landsker Borderlands, Wales

Schloss Messkirch, Germany

Environmental & Cultural Tourism, Sweden

Museum as Restaurant, Portugal
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Examples of funding across Europe – 2 

URBAN / Article 10

Museum of Cinema, Italy

Museum of Cement Manufacture, Spain

Virtual Museum, several countries
Temple Bar, Ireland

Casa Delle Culture, Italy

Laser Technology in Restoration, Spain

Tarrha Glass, Greece
Interreg

Rheinheim-Bliesbrück Culture Park, two regions

Training in Tourism, Germany & France
Resider
(for former steel-producing regions)

Ironworks

STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Examples of funding criteria

Merseyside – Objective One

Between 2000 and 2006: 1 billion euro

Five Priorities with 33 sub-measures:

Priority 1 Developing Business (458,348 euros)

Sub Priority 1(a) Developing SMEs
M7: Arts, Culture, Tourism (ERDF)

Activities envisaged for arts and culture are:

· Support for business development and employment opportunities in new and existing businesses 

· Development of existing and new arts and cultural attractions 

· Development of Cultural positioning for 2008 

· Development of arts and cultural activities in local communities 

· Improvements of Cultural assets 

· Improvements to information and box office provision 

· New technology uptake 

· Adoption of environmental best practice 

· Use of ICT to maximise opportunities

STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Examples of funding criteria

North West – Objective Two

Between 2000 and 2006: £520 million 

Measure 3.2 (£52.96M of ERDF) aims a:

Maximising the Potential of Natural, Cultural & Heritage Assets.

 “This Measure will target investment on a limited number of Economic Development Zones that have natural, built, cultural or industrial heritage assets. The North West Objective 2 Programme Area possesses outstanding natural heritage assets such as its National Park, its Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, or its nature reserves. The built, cultural and industrial heritage of the programme area would be defined as a historic structure (or set of structures) of regional significance that has the potential, if developed or improved, to stimulate additional economic benefits for the North West region.

Each Economic Development Zone will have the potential to utilise these natural, built, cultural or industrial heritage assets to create or retain jobs through, for example, the development of sustainable tourism destinations. There will be also scope to develop new cultural and tourism assets within Economic Development Zones.”

STRUCTURAL FUNDS

Funding to the UK 1994-99

THE ARTS IN YORKSHIRE AND HUMBERSIDE

New strategies, new venues, new jobs, new art…

£30m from the European Regional Development Fund

At least £1m from the European Social Fund

£0.5m from the various trans-national funds

THE MUSEUMS, ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES SECTOR

Nearly £100m granted to museums, libraries and archives from European funding programmes from 1994-99 – with approximately £88.4m coming from the “Structural Funds” (Objective 1/2/5b and the Community Initiatives), and £10.1m from the “trans-national funds” (e.g. the Raphael programme and the various research and IT programmes)

The structural funds have been almost entirely allocated to museum or museum-related projects, and the main types of organisations in receipt of these funds have been local authorities (£33.3m) and independent museums or similar bodies (£36.4m).  National museums received £9m and other agencies received £7.3m.
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